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INSTITUTE OF SELF DEFENSE IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA AND COMPARATIVE LEGISLATION AND PRACTICE
Abstract:The institute of self-defense is one of the general institutes of criminal law in which, through the exclusion of illegality, the existence of a criminal offense is excluded. 

In this doctoral dissertation, emphasis is placed on the institute of self-defense as one of the oldest institutes in this field of law, known to all countries of the world and mentioned in all legal orders throughout history, until today, as a concept and basis for impunity. 

The issue of the grounds for excluding wrongdoing belongs to a very dynamic area of ​​criminal law. There are a lot of open questions in this part of criminal law, and it is almost impossible to list them completely. Social processes are dynamic, and we are constantly witnessing rapid progress in many social segments. Thanks to that, people come to different situations in which different legal values ​​can be in conflict, and for that reason, the institute of necessary defense still deserves special attention. 

The aim of the doctoral dissertation is to present the institute of self-defense both theoretically and practically, to make a comparative legal analysis with European legislations, as well as legislations from the region, and to provide a comprehensive and critical analysis of domestic legislation in an attempt to harmonize with European standards. Also, the aim of this dissertation is to point out the current problems in practice when it comes to this institute of criminal law. 

The paper explains the ratio legis of exceeding the limits of self-defense due to asthenic affect as a reason for milder punishment or release from punishment, and discusses possible open issues of practical application of this institute. The dissertation also elaborates proposals de lege ferenda on possible forms of exceeding the limits of self-defense, the application of existing legal provisions in cases of restriction of the right to self-defense, putative self-defense, home defense, and the connection between self-defense and other crimes.
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